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SUBJECT: PRC POLICY TOWARDS OVERSEAS CHINESE 

REF: PEKING 0431 

THERE HAS BEEN N PUBLIC REACTION HERE TO THE PRC'S 
"NEW" OVERSEAS CHINESE POLICY BEYOND A FEW SCATTERED 
NEWSPAPER ARTICLES WARNING OF COMMUNIST PERFIDY IN THIS 
FIELD. PRIVATELY, MOST WELL-INFORMED PEOPLE ARE NOT 
AWARE OF ANY CHANGE ON THE PRC'S PART, LET ALONE ANY 
REACTION TO IT BY THE GROC. THE CHIEF OFFICERS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE YUAN'S OVERSEAS CHINESE AFFAIRS COMMISSION 
AND THE KMT’S DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS AFFAIRS RECENTLY 
TOLD AN EMBASSY OFFICER THAT THEY KNEW OF THE PRC’S 
CHANGE IN POLICY, BUT DID NOT EXPECT IT TO ALTER SIG- 
NIFICANTLY THE PATTERON OF OVERSEAS CHINESE LOYALTIES. 

A MORE THREATENING PRC POLICY CHANGE (AT LEAST IN THE 
EYES OF OVERSEAS CHINESE AFFAIRS COMMISSIONER MAO 
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SUNG-NIEN) TOOK PLACE OVER A YEAR AGO WHEN PRC 
AMBASSADORS BEGAN TO LEAVE THEIR SELF-IMPOSED ISOLATION 
TO WINE AND DINE (TA TA CH'ING K'E) OVERSEAS CHINESE 
IN THEIR COUNTRIES OF ACCREDITION. 
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